
 

 

FARM NUMBERS, 2007-2010 

Item 2007 2008 2009 2010 

Thousands 

Number of Farms 79.5 79.0 78.7 78.3 
Land In Farms 11,000 10,900 10,900 10,900 

 

FARM INCOME AND VALUE ADDED DATA, 2008-2009 

Item  2008 2009 

 Thousand Dollars 

  Value of agricultural sector production 4,051,993 3,936,844 

  - Purchased inputs 2,356,567 2,192,108 

  +Net government transactions 47,195 107,454 

  =Gross value added 1,742,621 1,852,190 

  - Capital consumption 726,632 769,451 

  =Net value added 1,015,989 1,082,739 

  - Payments to stakeholders 427,654 429,848 

  =Net farm income 588,335 652,891 

 

LEADING COMMODITIES FOR CASH RECEIPTS  

R 
A 

N 

K 

2009 

Item Value of Receipts % of Total 

  $1,000  

 All Commodities 2,841,387 100.0 

 Livestock & Products 1,136,675 40.0 

 Crops 1,704,712 60.0 

  1 Soybeans 564,593 19.9 

  2 Broilers 442,148 15.6 

  3 Cattle & Calves 423,767 14.9 

  4 Greenhouse/Nursery1 291,689 10.3 

  5 Corn 251,209 8.8 

  6 Cotton 145,846 5.1 

  7 Dairy Products 127,605 4.5 

  8 Tobacco 106,570 3.8 

  9 Wheat 105,346 3.7 

10 Hay 82,741 2.9 

11 Tomatoes 44,880 1.6 

12 Hogs 39,489 1.4 

13 Eggs 38,665 1.4 

14 Snap Beans 7,812 0.3 

15 Apples 2,739 0.1 

16 Sheep & Lambs 1,968 0.1 

17 Aquaculture 1,628 0.1 

18 Farm Chickens 1,554 0.1 

19 Squash 1,272 0.0 

20 Honey 839 0.0 
  

1
Includes commercial floriculture. 

   Source:  Economic Research Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture, August 2010. 

 

 

 

CROP SUMMARY 2008-2011 
Crop and 

Year 

Acreage 
Unit 

Yld / 

Acre 

Total 

Prod. 

   

Mkt.Yr 

Avg Pr 

Value 

Prod 
Planted Harvested 

 (000) Acres   (000) $ $ (000) 

Dollars CORN 
1
 

2009 670 590 bu. 148.0 87,320 3.65 318,718 
2010 710 640  117.0 74,880 4.85 363,168 
2011 770 710      

COTTON, Lint 2 
2009 300 280 lb. 843 492 0.649 153,268 
2010 390 387  845 681 0.844 275,887 
2011 460       

SOYBEANS 1 
2009 1,570 1,530 bu. 45.0 68,850 9.74 670,599 
2010 1,450 1,410  31.0 43,710 11.60 507,036 
2011 1,380 1,340      

TOBACCO: 
DARK FIRE-CURED  

2009 - 6.40 lb. 3,100 19,840 2.520 49,997 
2010 - 6.20  2,900 17,980 2.530 45,489 
2011 - 7.00      

BURLEY  
2009 - 14.0 lb. 1,920 26,880 1.770 47,578 
2010 - 15.0  1,660 24,900 1.700 42,330 
2011 - 16.0      

DARK AIR-CURED 
2009 - 1.20 lb. 2,700 3,240 2.210 7,160 
2010 - 1.10  2,600 2,860 2.210 6,321 
2011 - 1.20      

 
HAY: 
ALFALFA 

2009 - 15 tons 3.70 56 177.00 9,912 
2010 - 15  3.40 51 167.00 8,517 
2011 - 20      

OTHER 
2009 - 1,900 tons 2.20 4,180 76.00 317,680 
2010 - 1,950  2.10 4,095 74.00 303,030 
2011 - 1,900      

ALL 
2009 - 1,915 tons 2.21 4,236 77.50 327,592

0 2010 - 1,965  2.11 4,146 75.00 311,547 
2011 - 1,920      

 
WHEAT, WINTER1 

WHEAT, WINTER1 2009 430 340 bu. 51.0 17,340 4.64 80,458 
2010 260 180  53.0 9,540 5.15 49,131 
2011 390 310      

        
TOMATOES, Fresh Market 

2008 4.2 4.0 cwt. 280 1,120 34.00 38,080 
2009 4.7 4.0  340 1,360 33.00 44,880 
2010 4.9 4.6  310 1,426 37.00 52,762 

SNAP BEANS, Fresh Market 
2008 9.3 8.5 cwt. 43 366 34.00 12,444 
2009 8.0 6.8  37 252 31.00 7,812 
2010 11.0 9.6  42 403 36.00 14,508 

SQUASH,  Fresh & Processed 
2008 1.1 0.9 cwt. 82 74 18.30 1,356 
2009 1.0 0.8  81 65 19.60 1,272 
2010 0.7 0.6  70 42 30.00 1,260 

1
 Planted for all purposes and harvested acreage and production for grain. 

2
 Cotton production shown in 480 lb. net weight bales. 

 

 

TOP RANKING LIVESTOCK COUNTIES 

 First Second Third 

All Cattle Greene Lincoln Giles 

Beef Cows Greene Lincoln Giles 

Milk Cows Greene McMinn Monroe 

All Equine Rutherford Wilson Williamson 

    

TOP RANKING CROP COUNTIES 

 First Second Third 

Soybeans Dyer Obion Gibson 

Corn Obion Weakley Gibson 

Wheat Robertson Gibson Haywood 

Cotton Haywood Crockett Gibson 

Tobacco Robertson Macon Montgomery 

Hay Greene Maury Giles 

TENNESSEE’S RANK IN U.S. 

 Rank  Rank 

Meat Goats 2 Broilers 13 

Tobacco 3 All Cattle 15 

Tomatoes 3 Milk Goats 16 

Other Hay 5 Soybeans 16 

Snap Beans 5 Corn 20 

Equine 6 Winter Wheat 21 

Cotton 8 All Hogs 23 

Farm Numbers 8 Milk Cows 30 

Beef Cows 9 Sheep & Lambs 30 

LIVESTOCK BY CLASS 

January 1, 2009 - 2011 

Classes 2009 2010 2011 

 Thousand Head 

All Cattle and Calves 1,980 2,040 1,990 

All Cows that have Calved 1,010 1,050 1,040 

  Beef Cows 951 997 990 

  Milk Cows 59 53 50 

Heifers 500 lbs or More 270 275 265 

  Beef Cow Replacement 150 170 150 

  Milk Cow Replacement 45 35 35 

  Other Heifers 75 70 80 

Steers 500 lbs or More 137 137 130 

Bulls 500 lbs or More 73 78 75 

Calves, under 500 lbs 490 500 480 

All Sheep and Lambs 34.0 31.5 35.0 

Meat Goats 134 125 115 

Milk Goats 5.8 6.4 7.5 

All Hogs and Pigs 1 205 185 170 

Total Layers1 1,470 1,506 1,600 

Total Pullets 1 1,133 1,091 1,038 

Other Chickens1 2  160 211 192 

All Chickens1 2 2,763 2,808 2,830 
1 
Dec.1 of Previous Yr.  

2 
Excludes Commercial Broilers. 

 



 
 

MILK: PRODUCTION, PRICE, AND VALUE, 2009 & 2010 

 UNIT 2009 2010 

Number of Milk Cows on Farms Thou. 56 52 

Milk per Milk Cow Pounds 16,232 16,346 

Total Milk Mil lbs. 909 850 

    
Cash Receipts Thou. $ 127,605 151,434 

    

Average Price Received Per 
100 Pounds of Milk 

   
Dollars 14.10 17.90 

Value of Milk Produced Thou. $ 128,169 152,150 

EQUINE: NUMBERS AND VALUE, JANUARY 1, 2004 

 
Inventory 

Value / 

Head 

Total 

Value 

 Number Dollars Mil $ 
Tennessee Walker 62,000 4,313 267.4 

Quarter 47,000 2,647 124.4 

Donkey and Mule 20,800 764 15.9 
Spotted Saddle 9,100 1,747 15.9 

American Standard 6,100 2,557 15.6 

All other Breeds 65,000 1,935 125.8 

Total 210,000 2,690 565.0 

HORTICULTURE PRODUCTION, 20091 

Category Operations 
Total 

Sales2 
Wholesale Retail 

 Number (000) $(000) $(000) 

Nursery Stock 327 153,004 (D) (D) 
Annual Bedding/Garden 146 32,008 25,460 6,549 

Sod, Sprigs, or Plugs 45 27,518 25,589 1,929 

Potted Herb Perennials 129 22,004 20,189 1,815 
Cutting, Plugs, Liners 75 9,534 (D) (D) 

Potted Flowering Plants 71 7,739 6,750 989 

Food Crops Under Prot. 27 2,898 2,556 342 
Foliage Plants 52 1,137 911 226 

Cut Christmas Trees 23 1,097 911 185 

Cut Flowers/Lei Flowers 17 554 507 48 
Other Hort. Specialties 52 1,816 (D) (D) 

Total Operations 5613 259,309   
1Includes only operations with $10,000+ in sales. 
2Sum of the data may not equal the total due to rounding. 
3Total operations in state; not sum of above listed operations. 

(D) Withheld to avoid disclosing data for individual operations. 

 

AGRICULTURAL LAND VALUES AND CASH RENTS 

JANUARY 1, 2006-2010 

 Farm Real 

Estate1 
Cropland Pasture 

Year 
Value per 

Acre 
Value per 

Acre 
Cash Rent 
per Acre 

Value per 
Acre 

Cash Rent 
per Acre 

 Dollars 

2006 2,970 2,820 67.00 3,400 19.00 
2007 3,250 3,200 67.00 3,680 20.00 

2008 3,450 3,400 68.50 3,880 22.00 

2009 3,300 3,270 73.00 3,650 20.00 
2010 3,450 3,400 78.00 3,600 19.00 

1
Includes land and buildings. 

 

AGRICULTURE 

A $51.4 BILLION CONTRIBUTION TO 

THE TENNESSEE ECONOMY 

 

Tennessee’s agricultural sector includes farming and related 

industries, as well as value-added food and fiber products, 

processing, and manufacturing. 

 

Tennessee’s agriculture accounts for 10.5 percent of the state’s 

economy and generates $51.4 billion in output. 

 

About 347,000 Tennesseans are employed by agriculture, with 

127,000 employed (both full and part-time) in agricultural 

production. 

 

Agriculture input supplying industries – agriculture machinery 

and chemical products – generate nearly $3.4 billion in cash 

receipts. 

 

Over 41 percent of Tennessee’s total land area is in farmland, 

with cropland accounting for approximately 55 percent of farm 

land. 

 

The state’s top five agriculture commodities, cattle and calves, 

broilers, soybeans, corn, and greenhouse/nursery, comprise 

about two-thirds of the cash receipts from farm marketings. 

 

Major markets for Tennessee’s agriculture and livestock 

exports include China, Mexico, Turkey, Indonesia, and 

Taiwan. 

 

Tennessee’s equine population is the sixth largest in the United 

States (based on number of head).  Of the state’s estimated 210 

thousand head of equine, over half are walking or quarter 

horses. 

 

DIRECT AND TOTAL EFFECTS 

OF AGRICULTURE ON THE 

TENNESSEE ECONOMY 
 

                                           Direct Effects       Total Effects 

 

Total Industrial Output     $28.2 billion         $51.4 billion 

 

Employment                       161,983                346,903 

 

Wages and Salaries           $3.8 billion           $11.5 billion 

 

Value-added                      $7.5 billion           $20.1 billion 

 
Source: Agri-Industry Modeling & Analysis Group (AIM-AG), University of 

Tennessee, Institute of Agriculture, Department of Agricultural Economics and Rural 

Sociology. 
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